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RE:  Proposed solution for moving forward stalled community wind project, LakeWind

Thank you for your on-going attention to the matter of the formidable roadblocks facing Ontario’s largest community owned wind project, LakeWind.  TREC’s LakeWind project, a 20MW wind farm near Bervie Ontario, is one of the few community wind power projects in the province and it’s about to be (effectively) killed due to confusing capacity changes announced by the OPA. 

Given your commitment to community power, I am sure you share our concern that after 7 years of development effort and almost $1 million in community investment, TREC’s LakeWind project is stalled indefinitely unless concessions are made for our project.  We trust you are committed to finding a solution that will create the opportunity for thousands of Ontarians to invest clean, local energy projects.  In this letter I wish to suggest a relatively simple solution to the problem we face. 

While we had submitted a FIT application for 20 MW during the initial initiation period, we would hereby like to request downgrading the size of our project to 10 or 15 MW, to the amount that is available on the Douglas Point Transformer Station.  We understand from our conversations with your office, Hydro One, the OPA and the Renewable Energy Facilitation Office (a meeting gratefully organized by Andrew Mitchell on July 21st) that there is 15.38 MW of capacity remaining on the Douglas Point Transformer Station – the station to which we were planning to connect our 20 MW wind farm. We also understand that your Ministry issued a Directive to the OPA (dated June 3rd 2011) directing implementation of reserve capacity for small capacity allocation exempt and microFIT projected on in determining FIT contract offers ion each of the Bruce and West of London transmission areas.  5 MW have been held in reserve on the Douglas TS to address this Directive.  

When LakeWind entered the FIT race, in good faith in 2009, competing with commercial developers and achieving a 14th ranking in the FIT regional queue we were very hopeful, based on the transformer station capacity number that we were assured a FIT. Over the course of the last few months, the opportunity for us to participate has eroded before our eyes and the clarity about why that is has been totally absent, only elucidated slightly with our meeting last month with your office and representatives from OPA and Hydro One. 

We urge you to use your authority to articulate guidance to the OPA about the connecting community power projects.  As we understand it, the Douglas Point TS will not be up graded due to cost. If that is the case then LakeWind and Ontarians faith in community power will be shattered. We will have no choice but to communicate the demise of our project the thousands of community power and environmental constituents we interact with. 
Without a project there is not point in TREC engaging in your FIT review process and continuing the fight for community power. We have received the message, the McGuinty Liberals are not committed to seeing communities participate in the greening of their energy system.  We hope you will work with us to find a solution to our dilemma. 

As previously mentioned, in July 2011, we had the opportunity to meet with your Senior Policy Advisor, Andrew Mitchell, together with various persons representing the OPA, Hydro One, and the Renewable Energy Office to discuss the reasons for the downgrade on the Douglas Point Transformer Station (TS) and to understand how we might move our project forward. 

Upon learning of the grid allocation issues and that there are 10 MW + the 5 MW set aside of remaining capacity at the Douglas Pt TS, we devised some suggested solutions for community power, listed below

Suggested Solutions

· A Ministry directive that will allow the project to move forward.

· Allow the LakeWind project to decrease in size, without loss of priority in the FIT queue. I look forward to seeing the LakeWind project move forward as an exemplary leader in the community wind power sector.

· Going forward prioritize transformer capacity at stations for Community and/or Aboriginal Power projects.
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